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The  word  count  ranges  that  follow  are  based

on  current  market  research .  Standards  change

as  the  publishing  industry  evolves .  

 

Remember ,  rules  are  made  to  be  broken ;  there

are  always  exceptions .
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ADULT FICTION 
WORD COUNT RANGES

L I T E R A R Y  N O V E L              

 

S C I E N C E  F I C T I O N  &  F A N T A S Y                           

 

H I S T O R I C A L  F I C T I O N                                        

 

T H R I L L E R                

 

M Y S T E R Y  &  H O R R O R          

 

R O M A N C E  

 

N O V E L L A  

 

S H O R T  S T O R Y  

 

 

7 0 , 0 0 0  –  1 1 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

9 0 , 0 0 0  –  1 2 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

9 0 , 0 0 0  –  1 1 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

9 0 , 0 0 0  –  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

7 0 , 0 0 0  –  9 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

5 0 , 0 0 0  –  9 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

2 0 , 0 0 0  –  4 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

1 , 0 0 0  –  8 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  
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ADULT NONFICTION 
WORD COUNT RANGES

N O N F I C T I O N  B O O K                

 

B I O G R A P H Y                           

 

M E M O I R                                    

 

T R A V E L  &  N A T U R E                

 

S E L F - H E L P  &  H O W - T O          

5 0 , 0 0 0  –  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

8 0 , 0 0 0  –  1 5 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

6 0 , 0 0 0  –  9 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

4 0 , 0 0 0  –  7 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

2 0 , 0 0 0  –  5 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  
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CHILDREN'S FICTION 
WORD COUNT RANGES

P I C T U R E  B O O K S  ( A G E S  3 - 8 )                 

 

E A R L Y  R E A D E R S  ( A G E S  5 - 9 )                            

 

C H A P T E R  B O O K S  ( A G E S  7 - 1 0 )                                     

 

M I D D L E  G R A D E  N O V E L S  ( A G E S  8 - 1 2 )                 

 

Y O U N G  A D U L T  F I C T I O N  ( A G E S  1 2 + )     

5 0  –  8 0 0  W O R D S  

 

2 0 0  –  3 , 5 0 0  W O R D S   

 

1 0 , 0 0 0  –  1 2 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

2 0 , 0 0 0  –  2 5 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  

 

5 0 , 0 0 0  –  8 0 , 0 0 0  W O R D S  
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